ETHICS IN HISTORY
the new needs of giant capitalist concentration. These
facts are clear indications that the "character" of a
people, its historical perspective, as we have called it,
is not some external influence, but merely a reflection
of the material needs of an age. It must not be denied
that these "character" factors do partly condition the
future, but they condition only the way in which the
future shall be ushered in, and not the important
formation of class structure, nor the basic mode of
production. These latter are the final conditions of the
new "character" of a people. Thus, in America the
gathering concentration of the forces of capital and
labour will make it essential for the American dominant
class to maintain its powers with new weapons, which
may conceivably take on a Fascist form. (It is easy to
imagine the success of a powerfully financed slogan
such as: "America for the Americans! Down with the
New York Yids!") But, in any case, unless the
American workers are reduced in the next depression
to the starvation level, they will not fight a winning
battle, nor conduct a successful bloody revolution
against the enormous power of their absolute masters,
the bourgeoisie.
Yet, the probability that the American workers will
be unwilling to fight a revolution to gain power may,
correspondingly, enable the dominant class to tn^intam
145